
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generosity, Gift and Grace are qualities of the nature and character of God.  His generosity is revealed in 

creation, His grace is fully revealed in Jesus and His gift of new life is made possible through the work of 

the Holy Spirit.  Our giving is our response to this generosity, gift and grace of God 

This course contains five sessions, each considering a different aspect of generosity. It aims to be 

practical and enjoyable whilst encouraging us to think more deeply about how we respond to the 

generosity, gift and grace of God. 

Session 1 – Generous God 

Session 2 – Generous People – Serving God with our time and talents 

Session 3 - Generous Giving – Serving God through our use of money 

Session 4 - Generosity towards others – Letting our faith shape our lives 

Session 5 - The bigger picture – Sharing and supporting 

 

The course pack contains a DVD with films for each session and a CD-Rom so you can print out materials 

for leaders and members.  These will also be available from the diocesan website 

www.blackburn.anglican.org. 

Generosity Gift and Grace 

Course Leaders’ Materials 
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Equipment:  
You will need - DVD player, TV, pens, leaders’ guide and course members’ sheets 
for everyone in the group, a box of something that people need to pass round to 
share (box of wrapped chocolates or sweets?). 

  

 

Timings:  
This material within the session is timed to run for around 60 minutes to leave 
plenty of time for informal discussion at the beginning of the session to help 
people relax and feel at ease in the group. 

  

 

Session Aims: 

• Creating a warm atmosphere in the group 

• Recognise the nature of God and his generosity 

• See ourselves as stewards with all the responsibility that entails 

• Understand the value of vision for God’s world and God’s work 
  

 

Welcome: (12 minutes) 
Welcome people and thank them for being part of the course.   

Give them something to share (pass round a box of sweets/chocolates?)  

Ask the group to tell the other group members their names and tell the group the 
most generous gift/action they have received/experienced. 

  

 DVD 1:1 (6 minutes 30 seconds) 

Watch the first part of the Session 1 DVD.  Please note that there is a subtitle 
option on the DVD if that would be useful to members of the group.  Pause the 
DVD when the screen goes black. 

DVD content 

• Welcome and overview of the course 

• The nature of God and his vision and plan – creation 

• The nature of God and his vision and plan – redemption 

• Signs of generosity all around us 
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Exercise: The nature of God (14 minutes) 
Pass out the members' booklets.  Ask the members of the group to look at the list 
(Supplementary Sheet 1 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide) of words that different 
parts of the Bible use to describe God and circle up to three that strike them as 
particularly powerful or surprising. (3 minutes) 

After group members have done this, discuss together the responses and 
reactions of members of the group. (10 minutes) 
At the end of the exercise, encourage group members to see that we see God’s 
generosity in creation but also that our faith is built on the generosity of God in 
sending Jesus as our Saviour, and many of the words we use to describe God 
relate to that generosity. (1 minute) 

  

 Bible: Psalm 8 (10 minutes) 
Read Psalm 8 aloud together and then read it again.  Share together any phrase 
that struck you. 

1 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels 
    and crowned them with glory and honour. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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 DVD 1:2 (3 minutes) 
Watch the last section of the DVD and then turn off the DVD. 

 
DVD content 

• Stewards look after people 

• Stewards look after things 

• We are God’s Stewards 
  

 

Exercise: School pets (5 minutes) 
It’s often said that “to fail to plan is to plan to fail”. 
In the creation story, we see that God planned to make man and that he put him 
in the garden to “take care of it” (Genesis 2:15). 
 
Ask the members of the group to look at the Exercise “School Pets” in the 
members' booklets. 

Imagine you’re back at school and you’ve been chosen to look after the 
class goldfish/hamster.  What would you need to do? 

Have a group discussion to see just what would be involved to make sure 
the goldfish/hamster returns to the class ALIVE at the start of term. 

You should uncover that it’s a responsible job and it will probably need far more 
effort than the child originally anticipated and usually a parent’s help too. 

  

 Exercise: Our responsibilities (3 minutes) 
Encourage members to reflect on this section quietly 
As stewards of all that God has given us, what are our responsibilities for the 
world, the church and people? 

 

My responsibilities for the world include: 

  

 

My responsibilities for the local and worldwide church 
include: 

  

 

My responsibilities for other people include: 
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 Prayer: (2 minutes) 
From the course members’ sheets, join in praying the Giving Generously prayer, 
or use some other suitable prayer. 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

  

 

Take Away activity: (1 minute) 
Encourage course members to notice when they see people being generous and 
give thanks for that person’s generosity and for Creator God, the source of our 
generosity. 
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Session 1 - Supplementary Sheet 

Look at the list of words that different parts of the bible use to describe God and circle up to three 
that strike you as particularly powerful or surprising.  
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Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 
  
Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground.’ 

  
2 Samuel 7:28 Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised 

these good things to your servant. 
  
Psalm 65:9 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.  The streams of God are 

filled with water to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained it. 
  
Psalm 71:16 I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim your 

righteous deeds, yours alone.  
  
Isaiah 40:28 Do you not know? Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator 

of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no 
one can fathom. 

  
Isaiah 44:6 ‘This is what the LORD says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: 

I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 
  
John 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
  
2 Corinthians 
8:9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

  
Galatians 1:3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave 

himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Ephesians 4:11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

  

Titus 3:4-6 But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out 
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 

There are many ways in which we can we picture God, but through this course, we’re going to focus 
on his generosity in creation, his grace fully revealed in Jesus and his gift of new life made possible 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, whilst thinking about how we can respond by living lives of 
generosity. 
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Equipment:  
You will need - DVD player, TV, pens, leaders’ guide and course members’ sheets 
for everyone in the group.   

  

 

Timings:  
This material within the session is timed to run for around 60 minutes to leave 
plenty of time for informal discussion at the beginning of the session to help 
people relax and feel at ease in the group. 

  

 

Session Aims: 

• Continuing to create a positive learning atmosphere in the group 

• We are made in God’s image and reflect his generosity 

• All we have comes from God 

• This place can’t function without you – we have gifts, skills and abilities 
  

 

Welcome: (8 minutes) 
Welcome people to the session and welcome those who are joining the group for 
the first time.  If you have new members in the group, get everyone to briefly 
introduce themselves.  Briefly recap what was covered in session 1. 

Ask the group to chat in pairs and tell each other what they would love to do for 
someone else (assuming no money or resource issues) that would make a real 
difference in their life. 

  

 

Prayer: (2 minutes) 
Hand out the course members’ sheets and invite everyone to join in praying:  

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

  
 

 
 DVD 2:1 (4 minutes) 

Watch the first part of the Session 2 DVD.  Please note that there is a subtitle 
option on the DVD if that would be useful to members of the group.  Pause the 
DVD when the screen goes black. 
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DVD content 

• In a team of volunteers everyone has a part to play  

• Different skills and roles are necessary so that everything works 

• In the church, prayer is our oil and our time and talents are the fuel 

• Our combined efforts help build the Kingdom of God 

  

 Bible: Romans 12 1-8 (20 minutes) 
Explain that though the passage that is about to be read follows on from doctrinal 
teaching, in this section Paul is giving the early church some practical instruction 
about how they are to live as disciples, loving and serving each other  
Ask a member of the group to read out the passage, you may like to ask someone 
in advance to avoid putting someone on the spot! 
 
Romans 12 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of 
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs 
to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 
us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if 
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 
After the passage has been read, ask the group for any immediate comments or 
thoughts about the passage.  Then consider the following questions 
Worship v 1-2 

• What ideas does Paul use to describe our offering of worship? What do you 
make of these? 

Service v 3-8 

• Paul uses the image of a body to describe the church.  Why do you think he 
uses this image? 

• When our physical bodies don’t work, we often take steps to put things 
right.  How can we ensure that the church works well as a body? 

• Do you think any gifts are more important than others?  You might like to 
discuss your responses. 
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Exercise: Round or square pegs? (10 minutes) 
God give us gifts, not to build ourselves up, but to build his church up, so to build 
up God’s church, we will need to use the gifts he gives us. 

As members of a church family, sometimes we can be so concerned to make sure 
that we help to make everything happen), that we lose sight of the specific gifts 
that God has given each of us as his church.  Sometimes we might be so anxious to 
jump in to make sure the job gets done, that we can stop other people doing the 
one thing God’s especially equipped them to do. 

Ask the members of the group to look at the exercise “Round or square pegs” in 
the members' booklets (Supplementary Sheet 1 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide). 

We know that in church as in family life, there are things that just have to get 
done, but as part of God’s family how are we making sure we make the best use of 
every part of the body and each gift? 

Look at the list of things that need to be done in most churches (there are blank 
lines in case your role isn’t shown) 

• Tick the “Good Fit” column if you’re doing it and it’s a good fit  

• Tick the “Bad Fit” column if you’re doing the role and you feel it’s not your 
thing – it’s frustrating and you feel like a ‘square peg in a round hole’. 

• If you’re not involved but feel God prompting you to have a go, tick the “Have 
a Go” column 

If there are things people feel they would like to have a go at, or are unhappy 
doing, encourage them to speak to your church leader. 

  

 DVD 2:2 (2 minutes 30 seconds) 
Watch the last section of the DVD and then turn off the DVD. 
DVD content 
Serving God wherever we are – in the home, church, community or workplace 
  

  

 

Exercise: Serving God on our Frontline (8 minutes) 
If God has made us and equipped us with gifts, then he’s equipped us for what we 
do Monday to Saturday as well as Sunday.  Our communion services end with us 
being “sent out” into the world to live as disciples.  God is calling us to serve him 
where he’s put us.  Our “Front Line” might be in the home, in an office or factory, 
meeting other parents at the school gate or in the clubs and societies we belong 
to.   
Our ‘Frontlines’ are the places where we spend most of our time outside the 
church, and where we are in contact with non-Christians. 
Ask the members of the group to look at the exercise “Frontline” in the members' 
booklets (Supplementary Sheet 2 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide). 
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 Prayer: (3 minutes) 
Spend some moments in silence reflecting on the sheets from the two exercises. 
You might like to play some quiet music in the background. 
Then have someone read the following verses 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true 
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.  5In 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 
us. Romans 12:1,2,5,6a 

  

 

Take Away activity: (1 minute) 
Encourage course members to reflect on the gifts and skills that God has given 
them and how they are using them to serve God as part of the body. 
 

  

 If people would like to spend more time exploring their Gifts, then there is a 6-
session course ‘Shaped for God’s Purpose’ that can be downloaded from the 
Blackburn Diocesan Website.  Other Gifts and Skills audits are available, and your 
church leader may be able to recommend one to you  
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Exercise: Round or square pegs?      Session 2 - Supplementary Sheet 1 

We know that in church, as in family life, there are things that just have to get done, but as part of 
God’s family, how are we making sure we make the best use of every part of the body and each gift? 
• Tick the “Good Fit” column if you’re doing it and it’s a good fit. (there are some blank lines if what you do 

isn’t on the list)  

• Tick the “Bad Fit” column if you’re doing the role and you feel it’s not your thing – it’s frustrating and you 
feel like a ‘square peg in a round hole’. 

• If you’re not involved but feel God prompting you to have a go, tick the “Have a Go” column. 

 What we do How I feel about this role 

Good Fit Bad Fit Have a go 

Helping people feel 
welcome and cared for  

Welcomer/Sidesperson    

Refreshments    

 Pastoral Care    

     

Preparing for worship Cleaning rota    

 Arranging flowers    
     

Helping make worship 
happen  

Reading bible in services    

Leading intercessions    

 Occasional preacher/Service leader/Reader    

 Organist/choir/Musician/singer    

 Sound desk/Audio Visual    

 Servers/ Preparing linen    

 Bread/wafers and wine available/laid out    
     

Helping people find and 
grow in faith 

Sunday School/Children’s/Youth work    

Leading study or enquirers groups    

 Planning faith sharing events    

 Personal faith sharing    
     

Enabling Ministry Warden/Treasury/Secretary    

 Parish Safeguarding Officer    

 PCC Member    

 Helping with administration    

 Helping with website    

 Helping with Facebook    

 Preparing Notice sheets    
     

Practical and necessary Maintenance    

 Gardening    
     

Serving the local and 
worldwide community 

School assemblies/governor    

Local community groups    

 Serving others    

 Foodbank/Foodmarket    

 Community project groups     

 Social justice     
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Session 2 - Supplementary Sheet 2 

Your Frontline is the place where you spend the majority of your time outside the church, the place 

where you are in contact with non-Christians. 

Your personal Frontline could be your workplace, your home, or your neighbourhood and might 

change from one year to the next.    

Wherever it is, there will be people there who are loved by God and situations where God might use 

you to make a difference. Just as no two people are the same, no two person’s frontlines will be 

identical.  Whether you are young or old, in paid employment or not, sick or well, you will have your 

own Frontline.   

What gifts and skills has God given you that you can see you are already using or could start to use as 
you live out your faith on your Front Line. 

 

 

Where do you spend most of your time? 

 

  

 

Where do you connect with people outside church? 

 

  

 

Where is your front line? 

 

  

 

What gifts and skills has God given you that you can see you are using as you 
live out your faith on your Front Line. 

 

  

 

How might God be asking you to serve him on your Front Line? 
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Equipment:  
You will need - DVD player, TV, pens, leaders’ guide and course members’ sheets for 
everyone in the group.   

  

 

Timings:  
This material within the session is timed to run for around 60 minutes to leave 
plenty of time for informal discussion at the beginning of the session to help people 
relax and feel at ease in the group. 

  

 

Session Aims: 

• Acknowledging that money is an important part of all our lives 

• Understanding that it’s just as important for the church 
• Returning to what it means when we say “All we have comes from you and of your 

own do we give you” 

• Opportunity to think and pray about our giving 

• Continuing to create a positive learning atmosphere in the group as some 
members may be uncomfortable with this subject (though Jesus wasn’t). 

  

 

Welcome: (10 minutes) 
Welcome people to the session and welcome those who are joining the group for 
the first time.  Briefly recap what was covered in session 1 and 2. 

Ask the group to chat in pairs and tell each other what their first memory of money 
was. 

  

 

Prayer: (1 minute) 
Hand out the course members’ sheets and invite everyone to join in praying:  

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  



Generosity, Gift and Grace 
Leaders’ Guide 

    Session 3 – Generous Giving 
Serving God through our use of money  

 

Leaders’ Guide Session 3 page 2 
 

 Exercise: The Price is Right (6 minutes) 
Whether we know the price of something depends on our own lifestyle.  We may 
have heard stories of politicians who have no idea of the price of a pint of milk or a 
loaf of bread.  This exercise helps us take a light-hearted approach to what can be a 
tricky subject. 

Ask the members of the group to look at the Exercise “The Price is Right” in the 
members booklets. 

The Price is Right 
Each week and month we choose how to spend some of our money.   
If you chose to treat yourself to some of these things next week, how much would 
you expect to pay? 
 

Fish and Chips £ 

Cinema ticket £ 

Coffee in town £ 

Bottle of wine from the supermarket £ 

Pint of beer in the pub £ 

Ticket to your local football team £ 

Holiday £ 

The Mona Lisa £ 
 

  

 DVD 3:1 (3 minutes) 

Watch the first part of the Session 3 DVD.  Don’t forget that there is a subtitle 
option on the DVD if that would be useful to members of the group.  Pause the 
DVD when the screen goes black. 

DVD content 
Spending money in everyday life  
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 Bible: 2 Corinthians 9 6-10 (20 minutes) 
Explain that the passage that is about to be read follows some teaching from Paul 
about generosity in financial giving amongst the early church.  The church in 
Corinth had previously promised some financial help to the church in Jerusalem 
which had the result of encouraging other churches in the region to follow suit.  
However, the church in Corinth seems to have lost enthusiasm for actually getting 
around to sending the gift and so Paul has just reminded the church in Corinth to 
make sure they actually send the money as promised. 
 
Ask a member of the group to read out the passage, you may like to ask someone 
in advance to avoid putting someone on the spot! 
 

2 Corinthians 9 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
6 Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is 
written: 

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures for ever.’ 

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

After the passage has been read, ask the group for any immediate comments or 
thoughts about the passage.  Then consider the following questions: 

• We’re used to charity appeals on TV and in the press.  Which charities are 
your friends and family the most likely to give to and why? 

• When Paul talks about the sower, what does this illustration show us about 
giving? 

• What is your reaction to verse 8?  How might this apply to someone who 
has problems with debt?  Does this mean that all wealthy people have 
been blessed by God? 

• From the passage what suggestions are made to help us decide how to 
give?  What are some benefits of generous giving? 

  

 DVD 3:2 (5 minutes) 
Watch the last section of the DVD and then turn off the DVD. 

 
DVD content 

God, money and me – How do we decide how much to give? 
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Exercise: St Elsewhere’s (10 minutes) 
 
Ask the members of the group to look at the Exercise “St Elsewhere’” in the 
members booklets (Supplementary Sheet 1 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide). 
which contains (made up!) descriptions of people.   

In threes, talk together and, for each one answer the following questions: 

1. How do you think they are deciding how much to give to their church? 

2. Based on the principles we have been looking at on this course, what 
factors do you think they should take in to account and what would be an 
amount for them to give each week (or month)  

  

 Prayer: (3 minutes) 
John Wesley worked out how much he needed to live on, and he gave away the 
rest. In the beginning, he had very little income and he started off not really giving 
away very much.  However, by the end of his life he had money coming in from 
absolutely everywhere, and he still lived on the amount of money he needed and 
therefore he gave more and more away.  

God knows us better than we know ourselves and understands that all our 
circumstances are different and therefore our giving will be different.       
 

 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 
has, not according to what one does not have. (2 Corinthians 8:12). 

 
In the second film clip the presenters suggested some ways of deciding whether 
you are giving generously 

• When I look at my giving in relation to my income, is the percentage I’m 
giving away realistic? 

• Does my giving in all its forms have an impact on my lifestyle? Can I identify 
an element of sacrifice to my giving? 

• Is my giving a priority from what I receive each week or each month, rather 
than what’s left over? 

• If what I give away was given back to me, would it make a real difference to 
me?  Would I notice? 

Spend some time reflecting on how you decided to give the amount you presently 
give and ask God to show you any changes he is calling you to make as you live a 
life of generosity, gift and grace. 

  

 

Take Away activity: (1 minute) 
In the members’ booklet, spend some time reflecting on the steps in giving as we 
grow as disciples.  Ask God to show you where you are, and, as you grow as his 
disciple, what the next steps are that he is calling you to take. 

 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/1987/winter/87l1027.html
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Session 3 - Supplementary Sheet 1 

St Elsewhere’s 
Here are some (made up!) descriptions of people.  In threes, look at the scenarios and, for each one, 

answer the following questions: 

1. How do you think they are currently deciding how much to give to their church? 

2. Based on the principles we have been looking at in this session, what factors do you think they 
should consider?  What would be an amount for them to give each week (or month)? 

 
Max A Million 
Max is a successful businessman aged 55 with a string of businesses and a lifestyle to match.  As the 
children have now left home, he and his wife make sure that they attend all the society events in the 
county and hosts a big party for all his staff once a year.  The rest of the year is punctuated by 
holidays (skiing in February and a cruise in the Autumn), and he and his wife eat out on a Friday or 
Saturday if they haven’t got a function to attend.  He supports the local church (along with other local 
charities) and he and his wife have a joint standing order for £50 per month.  
 
Justin Case 
Justin is now divorced and in his 40s.  He attends his local church from time to time, (if he hasn’t got 
something else that he needs to do) and likes to think that it will be there for his funeral.  He has a 
management position at the local council and enjoys watching football (he’s a season ticket holder) 
and having a few beers with his colleagues on a Friday night.  He always thinks that when he retires 
he might have time to go to church more often as he finds the people very welcoming.  However, he 
doesn’t really understand what the church does with the money that people put in the offering plate 
(it’s the Church of England so surely the government pays for the clergy), but he usually puts a few 
pound coins into the plate when he’s there – after all, they give him coffee and biscuits at the end. 
 
Penny Checker 
Penny is a young mum with three children and they have been coming along to the local church for 
about 18 months, following an invitation to Messy Church.  The children enjoy Sunday School, and 
she has started to make friends with some of the other parents. Though Penny’s husband doesn’t 
come with her, he’s happy for her and the children to be out on a Sunday morning leaving him in 
peace with the Sunday papers and it avoids her paying to entertain the children at the local soft play 
centre.  Following the birth of baby number three, Penny hasn’t gone back to work because of the 
high costs of childcare, and they are struggling with the mortgage in their terraced house.  Penny 
doesn’t give any money in the Sunday offering but has started to help with the food and washing up 
at Messy Church. 
 
Widow S Mite 
Widow has been a faithful member of the same church all her life, having been christened as a baby, 
confirmed, married and seeing her own children christened and married there.   
Her husband had worked in the local engineering foundry and she had some part time jobs when her 
children had grown up, but never earned enough to have her own pension. 
Having been widowed five years ago, she spends time ensuring that the church building is 
welcoming, preparing flowers and cleaning the brass.  She doesn’t pay tax but uses planned giving 
envelopes and has recently increased her giving to £10 per week after hearing a talk about giving 
10% to the local church.
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Equipment:  
You will need - DVD player, TV, pens, leaders’ guide and course members’ sheets 
for everyone in the group and a box of sweets or chocolates that can be 
unwrapped (you need the wrappers for the welcome activity).   

  

 

Timings:  
This material within the session is timed to run for around 60 minutes to leave 
plenty of time for informal discussion at the beginning of the session to help 
people relax and feel at ease in the group. 

  

 

Session Aims: 

• Contrast living with a generous attitude with being mean spirited 

• See how living as disciples means that our faith shapes our lives 

• Continuing to create a positive learning atmosphere in the group 

  

 

Welcome: (8 minutes) 
Welcome people to the session and welcome those who are joining the group for 
the first time.  Briefly recap what was covered in sessions 1-3 

Share the sweets and challenge each person to use their wrapper to make a cup 
or container. 

  

 

Prayer: (1 minute) 
Hand out the course members’ sheets and invite everyone to join in praying:  

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

  

 DVD 4:1 (3 minutes) 

Watch the first part of the Session 4 DVD.  Don’t forget that there is a subtitle 
option on the DVD if that would be useful to members of the group.  Pause the 
DVD when the screen goes black. 
DVD content - Examples of generosity 
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 Exercise: Generosity (4 minutes) 
Ask the members of the group to look at the Exercise ‘Generosity’ in the members 
booklets.  Encourage members to think about what they have just heard and 
consider how generous they are towards the following groups: 

Family                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Friends Strangers People I don’t like 

    
On your own, put a number into each rice bowl to indicate (where 5 is extremely 
generous and 1 is not generous at all) 

  

 Bible: Matthew 18 21-35 (20 minutes) 
Ask a member of the group to read out the passage, you may like to ask someone 
in advance to avoid putting someone on the spot! 
 
Matthew 18 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
23 ‘Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the 
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to 
repay the debt. 
26 ‘At this the servant fell on his knees before him. “Be patient with me,” he 
begged, “and I will pay back everything.” 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, 
cancelled the debt and let him go. 

28 ‘But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. “Pay back 
what you owe me!” he demanded. 

29 ‘His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, “Be patient with me, and I 
will pay it back.” 

30 ‘But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 

32 ‘Then the master called the servant in. “You wicked servant,” he said, “I 
cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?” 34 In anger his master 
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 

35 ‘This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.’ 

After the passage has been read, ask the group for any immediate comments or 
thoughts about the passage.  Then consider the following questions: 
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• Describe the character of the two servants in the story 

• What do you think motivated the King to cancel the debt? 

• How did the other servants feel when the servant owing 100 silver coins 
was thrown into prison? 

• What caused this reaction? 

• If the king in the story is representative of God, what might this passage 
show us about the nature and character of God?  

  

 DVD 4:2 (6 minutes)  
Watch the last section of the DVD and then turn off the DVD. 
DVD content - The sheep and the goats (Matthew 25 31-46) 

  

 

Exercise: Making a difference (12 minutes) 
Ask the members of the group to look at the Exercise ‘Making a difference’ in the 
members’ booklets. 
In the film we heard the story from Matthew 25 v 31-46 about how at the day of 
judgement, Jesus will separate people into two categories.  The story shows us 
that, as Jesus lives in us and our hearts are transformed by him we should care for 
others 

37 ‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 When did we see you ill or in prison and go to visit you?” 

40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

In groups of three or four, think of ways in which you (on your own or through 
your church) can show generosity towards others.  You may like to share examples 
of things you are already doing and what you might like to do? 

There are some ideas listed below and space for your own suggestions  

Supporting your local foodbank or 
soup kitchen or homeless shelter 

Becoming a “place of Welcome” – 
offering a free brew and a listening ear 

Volunteering with groups helping 
refugees or asylum seekers 

Campaigning for justice on national or 
international issues 

Random acts of kindness – doing 
something good for other people 

Supporting Street Pastors 

Praying regularly for a particular 
organisation or person or supporting 
them financially 

Other …….. 
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 Prayer: (3 minutes) 
Spend some time thinking back to the stories in this session and how they 
encourage us to be generous – just as God is generous to each of us  

Finish with a leader reading aloud these words from Luke 6:38 

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ 

 

 

 

Take Away activity: (1 minute) 
We can make a difference in the lives of others by committing to pray for them, 
choosing to act generously towards them, or by deciding to campaign for them.  
Our attitudes towards others can be generous if we choose - it’s a choice we can 
all make. 
Ask God to show you how he is calling you to show generosity towards other in 
the way you live out your faith this week. 
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Equipment:  
You will need - DVD player, TV, pens, leader’s guide and course members’ sheets 
for everyone in the group.  

  

 

Timings:  
This material within the session is timed to run for around 60 minutes to leave 
plenty of time for informal discussion at the beginning of the session to help 
people relax and feel at ease in the group. 

  

 

Session Aims: 

• Understand more about how the local church is financed 

• See the church as an extended family, supporting one another and there is 
additional help and support from outside 

• Ways to communicate church finances in a clear and accessible way 

• Overall course summary 
 

  

 

Welcome: (10 minutes) 
Welcome people to the session and welcome those who are joining the group for 
the first time.  Explain that this session is the final one and will draw together 
information from the previous 4 weeks. 

Encourage group members to share an example of an April Fools’ story that’s 
been convincing. 

  

 

Prayer: (1 minute) 
Hand out the course members’ sheets and invite everyone to join in praying:  

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 
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 DVD 5.1 (1 minute) 
Watch the first part of the Session 5 DVD.  Don’t forget that there is a subtitle 
option on the DVD if that would be useful to members of the group.  Pause the 
DVD when the screen goes black. 

DVD content 
Conspiracy theories and fake news stories 

  

 

True or False Quiz (10 minutes) 
Explain that fake news is common these days and sometimes we hear things that 
we later discover to be false.   
Ask the members of the group to look at the ‘True of False Quiz’ in the members 
booklets (Supplementary Sheet 1 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide).  This will help to 
sort out the truth about church finances from all the false understandings. 

  

 Bible: Matthew 12: 46-50 (10 minutes) 
Ask a member of the group to read out the passage, you may like to ask someone 
in advance to avoid putting someone on the spot! 
 
Matthew 12: 46-50 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, 
wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are 
standing outside, wanting to speak to you.’ 

48 He replied to him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ 49 Pointing to 
his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the 
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’ 

After the passage has been read, ask the group for any immediate comments or 
thoughts about the passage.   

Then consider the following questions: 

• How does Jesus describe those who do God’s will? 

• Why is this surprising? 

• What might this passage show us about our relationship to other 
Christians?  How does this affect our attitudes to them? 

  

 

DVD 5.2 (9 minutes) 
Watch the second part of the Session 5 DVD.  Pause the DVD when the screen 
goes black as there are 3 film clips in this final session 

DVD content 

• We are interdependent like a flock or a vine 

• Wider church finance 
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We are Family (9 minutes) 
Though we can function well as individual churches, there are times when we 
might welcome some additional help or advice.  
Ask the members of the group to look at the exercise ‘We are Family’ in the 
members booklets (Supplementary Sheet 2 to this week’s Leaders’ Guide).   

  

 DVD 5.3 (2 minutes 30 seconds) 
Watch the last section of the DVD and then turn off the DVD. 

 
Film 3 – Summary and challenge 
 
DVD content - Summary of the course and encouragement to live it out 

• Generous God – All things come from you 

• Generous people – serving God with our time and talents 

• Generous Giving – serving God through our use of money 

• Generosity towards others – letting our faith shape our lives 

• The bigger picture – sharing and supporting 
 

  

 Prayer: (3 minutes) 
Finish with a leader reading aloud these words from 2 Chronicles 29:29 

29 When the offerings were finished, the king and everyone present with him 
knelt down and worshipped. 2 Chronicles 29:29 

We’ve seen over the last few weeks how God generously provides for us and asks 
us to live generously for him, but our first response is to worship Him.   

We pray together 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 
and of your own do we give you.  Amen. 

  

 

Having used these last five sessions to reflect on God’s generosity and how we can 
use our time, talents and money to serve him, look back at the Take it Away 
sessions and ask God to guide you as you try to live a life of generosity, gift and 
grace, giving generously of your time, talents and money to the cause of Christ. 

 

Session 5 – Supplementary Sheet 1 
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True or False Quiz 

Below are a series of statements.  Some of theme are true, some are false, and some are 
opinions that people may hold but you might not agree with.   

As a group, see what you know about how the Church of England and your local church 
are financed and why money matters.   

1. It’s the Church of England so English Heritage pay for the upkeep of all church buildings and 
the government pays the clergy like civil servants (F) 

2. The Church of England is a large landowner and the income from that should be enough to 
provide a good income to pay for all our clergy (F) 

3. Cathedrals are not funded from Parish Share (T) 

4. Jesus talked about money more than he talked about prayer. (T) 

5. I don’t mind paying for things in my local church, but we have to pay parish share to the 
diocese, and we don’t see anything back in the parish in respect of the payments we make 
to the diocese (F) 

6. Parish share helps maintain the parish system which put a Christian presence from the 
Church of England into every community (T) 

7. If churches don’t have enough income, it’s more appropriate to try to do some fundraising 
than to teach about giving because talking about giving will upset people and drive them 
away. (O) 

8. I am a hardworking church officer, giving loads of time to my church and therefore do not 
feel that I should be asked to give money as well (O) 
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Session 5 - Supplementary Sheet 2 

We are Family 

 

Though we can function well as individual churches, there are times when we need 
some additional help or advice  

 Below is a list of just some of the support and advice that can be obtained from 
Diocesan Offices.  This list is not exhaustive – there is a wide range of help and advice 
available from the team at Diocesan Offices and from the Diocesan Website. 

Underline the ones you knew about and put a * next to all those you think your 
church has used in the last 2 years. 

 Advertised an event in the ‘What’s On’ section of the website 
Churchwarden Training 
Diocesan Advisory Committee/Faculty advice for buildings 
Diocesan Children's Advisor 
Diocesan Registry 
Diocesan Vision Course 
Diocesan Website 
Diocesan Youth Advisor 
GDPR training  
Graveyard advice 
Mission/Vision Action Planning 
Parish Finance and Mission Returns 

Parish Resources Website 
PCC secretary handbook 
Publications 
Reader Training 
Routes of Faith 
Safeguarding training for lay people  
Safeguarding training for clergy 
Seen what’s happening in the ‘What’s On’ pages of the website 

Small Group Training 
Stewardship advice 
Training and study courses 
Treasurer Training 

Vocations support (lay and ordained) 
 

 
As a group, have a conversation about anything on the list that you were unaware of 



 

 

 


